
35th Annual Small Farms Week Set for March 21-27
N.C. A&T’s annual tribute to small-scale agriculture will begin March 21 and will feature educational programs, panel discussions, and the unveiling of a new Small Farmer of the Year.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All events will be held virtually, and farmers and interested members of the public can sign up free of charge at the Small Farms Week registration webpage.
Small Farms Week was launched in 1987 by Cooperative Extension at N.C. A&T as a way to connect with small-scale farmers – including minority farmers and those in limited-resource communities – and ensure they receive the latest research-based information on farming techniques, new tools and technologies. It also gives the public a chance to meet their agricultural neighbors and learn about farm operations and food production. The theme for this year’s celebration is “35 Years: Resilience. Strength. Diversity.” 
“Our small farmers have to be strong and resilient, even in the best of times,” said Rosalind Dale, Ed.D., Extension administrator at N.C. A&T and associate dean in the College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences (CAES). “The last year has required extra resourcefulness because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Small Farms Week gives our farmers a needed chance to take a breath, educate themselves, and take advantage of all the resources Cooperative Extension has to offer.”
A virtual kickoff event for Small Farms Week 2021 will take place Friday, March 19, in Avery County, the location of Trosly Farm, owned by Amos and Kaci Nidiffer, the 2020 Small Farmers of the Year. Events will begin at 9 a.m. and will include a profile of agriculture in Avery County and a discussion of agricultural trends in the county featuring three local farmers. The kickoff will also recognize the Nidiffers for their 2020 Small Farmer of the Year Award.
On Monday, March 22, and Tuesday, March 23, educational events will focus on the health benefits of community gardening – including boosting your immune system during the pandemic – plant and livestock production, farm management, and winter production in high tunnels. Wednesday, March 24, will start with an educational forum on marketing and agribusiness followed by an update on small farms initiatives by staff with Cooperative Extension and the CAES.
Wednesday will also feature one of the highlights of Small Farms Week: the virtual Small Farmers’ Appreciation Program, with a keynote address by Jimmy Gentry, president of the North Carolina Grange, and the announcement of the 2021 Small Farmer of the Year. 
“The Small Farmer of the Year Award puts a face on farming and introduces our communities to the people behind the farming operations they depend on,” said Dale. “These are people who work year-round without any recognition, so it is a pleasure to learn about their work and thank them for their efforts.”
Small Farms Week events will conclude Thursday, March 25, with a panel discussion among NC A&T students on career opportunities in agriculture. For more information, visit the Small Farms Week webpage.
